
Year 1 Reading List – Summer Term 1  
Topic:  The Great Fire of London 
Essential Question: What can we learn from the past? 
 

Vlad and the great fire of London, Kate Cunningham       
It's 1666 and Vlad the flea and his friend Boxton the rat, love eating and biting their way around London. But one 
night in Pudding Lane they are caught up in a fire that threatens to destroy them, along with most of the City of 
London. Vlad and the Great Fire of London is a picture book that supports the Key Stage 1 history curriculum. 
Through Vlad's story and full colour illustrations it shows how the fire is believed to have started, how it spread 
and what Londoners did to fight it and escape it. This illustrated story of the Great Fire of 1666 includes a fact file 
about the fire. 

You wouldn’t want to be in the Great Fire of London, Jim Pipe  
As if the plague wasn't bad enough, here comes the fiery antidote! As famous diary-keeper Samuel Pepys, you'll 
witness four days and four nights of fire and live to tell the tale. Find out how people lived in the London of 1666, 
how they coped in the aftermath and all importantly, whodunnit! - or at least who we think dunnit! "You Wouldn't 
Want To Be" is a constantly-growing library of exciting titles which transport the reader to the grisliest times and 
places in history. The first-person narrative approach puts the reader in the shoes of some of the most 
unfortunate people ever to have lived. Humorous cartoon-style illustrations bring the characters to life, while 
informative captions explain processes or chronological events. 

Beginning History- The Great Fire of London, Liz Gogerly  
This book combines good quality artwork and contemporary illustrations with simple, well-written text. Young 
readers will discover how the fire started, what devastation it caused and will be able to compare fire-fighting in 
1666 to the present day. Photos of artefacts and original illustrations help bring the topic to life. 

 

 


